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Strand: Creativity 

Innovation and Invention ☒  Use imagination and creativity to 

interact with objects and materials ☒  Use creative and flexible thinking to 

solve problems 

Expression through the Arts ☒ Express individuality, life experiences, 

and what he/she knows and is able to do 

through a variety of media ☒  Express interest in and show 

appreciation for the creative work of others 

Strand: Engagement & Persistence 

Persistence ☒ Carry out tasks, activities, projects or 

experiences from beginning to end 

Strand: Geometry 

Spatial Relationships ☒   Demonstrate understanding of the 

relative position of objects using terms 

such as in/on/under, up/down, 

inside/outside, above/below, 

beside/between, in front of/behind and 

next to 

Analyze, Compare, and Create Shapes ☒  Create shapes during play by building, 

drawing, etc. ☒  Combine simple shapes to form larger 

shapes 

Strand: Inquiry & Application            

Inquiry ☒   Explore objects, materials and events 

in the environment ☒  Make careful observations ☒  Engage in simple investigations ☒  Use simple tools to extend investigation 

Strand: Earth, Space & Physical Science 

Explorations of Energy ☒  With modeling and support, explore the 

properties of objects and materials 

Strand: Writing 

Writing Process ☒ With modeling and support, 

demonstrate letter formation in “writing” 

Strand: Listening and Speaking 

Expressive Language ☒ With modeling and support, determine 

the meanings of unknown words/concepts 

using the context of conversations. 

Strand: Motor Development 

Small Muscle: Touch, Grasp, Reach and 

Manipulate ☒  Coordinate the use of hands, fingers 

and wrists to manipulate objects and 

perform tasks requiring precise movements ☒ Use classroom and household tools 

independently with eye-hand coordination 

to carry out activities 

 

 

 

 

During our second week of our visual art study, 

the children discovered how to create abstract 

art.  They used cookie cutters and black paint to 

arrange shapes on their paper.  Through this 

experience the children had the opportunity to 

create and analyze shapes.  Then the children 

used small paint brushes to paint their shape 

creations demonstrating their ability to carry 

out a task from beginning to end in order to 

complete projects and activities. They used 

their non-loco motor skills to stretch and bend 

their bodies on the climber in order to squeeze 

paint out of bottles on paper to make a group 

abstract piece.  After watching the book The 

Dot the children recreated their own dots by 

cutting a circle out of paper and using it as a 

guide to make a dot.  This experience helped 

the children gain appreciation and interest for 

others work.  Through spontaneous placement 

of precut shapes the children were able to 

construct abstract art while also discovering 

how to combine shapes to make larger shapes.  

The children also created abstract art with 

simple tools by spraying paint, throwing balls, 

and slinging paint using various objects.  While 

creating abstract art with tape the children had 

the opportunity to refine their fine motor skills 

by using coordination and precise movements 

to rip and place tape to create shapes and paint 

their creations. 
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During the fourth week of our art investigation, the children discovered that landscape is the depiction 

in art of landscapes, natural scenery such as mountains, valleys, trees, rivers, and forests, and especially 

art where the main subject is a wide view, with its elements arranged into a coherent composition.  

Through searching for famous landscape art and describing elements found in landscape art.  They used 

felt boards as a model to create their own landscape theme.  The children also used a camera to take 

pictures of the playground landscape.  Through this experience the children had the opportunity to 

demonstrate their ability to record observations with pictures and express understanding of new 

words. While exploring landscape art, the children reproduced the famous painting Starry Night by 

Vincent van Gogh by using crayons and gray paper.  During this experience the children were asked to 

look closely at details including shape, color, etc.  They also had the opportunity to show appreciation 

and interest in others work.  The children also used books to choose a theme for their own landscape 

work.  They started their work by drawing a line of horizon to show where the sky and ground meet.  

Then the children used paint to paint the foreground and background the color that matched their 

theme.  Next they used small pieces of paper to add objects to their work.  Through this experience 

they had the opportunity to learn a new word and refine their fine motor skills. In small groups the 

children chose a piece of landscape from our playground to draw.  During this experience the children 

were to make careful observations of details, composition, and record their observations.  The children 

discussed new words during this project: foreground, background, and middle-ground.  After 

experiencing many new words the children looked at the new words they learned and made a list of 

important words by printing them on paper using a model.  Through this experience the children were 

able to demonstrate an understanding of the words and refine their letter formation skills.  To look at 

composition and dimensions further the children created buildings with blocks and paper then placed 

them on the road to show distance.  They were able to discover how to show dimension in art.  They 

found that the items closer were larger and decreased in size as they got further away.  Lastly they 

created landscape art by using contact paper and tissue paper to create the ground and sky.  Then they 

placed an item of their choice in their picture. 
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We began our art investigation with mixing colors.  The children had various opportunities to 

mix primary colors to make secondary colors.  They mixed water colors in ice cube trays, 

mixed colors in shaving cream, and mixed colors in dish detergent and milk.  Through this 

experience the children were able to demonstrate their ability to engage in simple 

investigations and make careful observations.  They also had the opportunity to refine their 

fine motor skills through coordinating the use of their hands, fingers, and wrists to perform 

tasks requiring precise movements.  While investigating colors the children made shades of 

gray by mixing different amounts of black paint into white and used addition formulas to 

make shades of gray.  Through this experience the children were able to discover the 

properties of paint and practice solving addition problems during play.  They also used 

formulas to combine primary colors to make secondary colors and recorded their findings.  

During a writing experience the children refined their letter formation skills by printing a list 

of color words.  To get our imaginative juices flowing, the children drew pictures to songs.  

The children could draw a picture of the music made them feel or what the music reminded 

them of.  Through this experience the children were able to express their feelings and 

experiences through drawing/art. 
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During the third week of our art investigation the children explore different types and ways to 

construct still life art through drawing and painting.  We began the week by discussing the 

meaning of still life art by sorting pictures of famous still life works, constructing famous still 

life art with puzzles, and discussing the new words affiliated with this type of art.  Some of the 

words were position, arrangement, shadow, light, objects, detail, and placement.  They used 

models of these words to form letters and cluster them to make a list of new words.  Then 

they discussed the detail of three objects which were apple, paper bag, and a yogurt 

container.  They looked at color, shape, shadows, light reflections, texture, and etc. The next 

day the children observed an arrangement of these items on the table.  They used pictures of 

the objects to place them in the correct position on their paper.  Lastly they used markers to 

draw the arrangement.  During this experience the children demonstrate an understanding of 

positional words by correctly placing the objects next to, in front of, behind, etc. on their 

paper.  The children worked in small group to create an arrangement of blocks and then used 

black markers to draw their arrangement.  The children had the opportunity to paint typical 

objects found in famous paintings such as a bowl of fruit and bouquet of flowers.  Through 

experience the children were able to demonstrate their ability to make careful observations 

and refine their fine motor skills by adding small details to their work.  They also created their 

own arrangements by making flowers and by arranging items from home to draw or 

photograph.  Through this experience the children were able to demonstrate an 

understanding of position words and use technology tools to share their experiences. 


