
ACCESS Integrated Science Concept Planner  NOTE:  It is important to identify the student’s prior knowledge of the topic.  Pre-Investigations 

experiences included:  Circle time discussion: What is architecture?  What do you know about building?  Children were given opportunities to go through 

magazines and cut out pictures of buildings, books were obtained from the library and made available to students in reading area, block center, & dramatic play 

area.    

 

 

Topic:   

Architecture/Building 

Reference materials are 

used to identify/inform  

the topic.  

Experience*  

Examine blueprints 

of school, identify 

different areas. 

 

Draw a 

blueprint/plan for 

own structure.   

Standards:  S:A 

12, ELA: A10 

Experience*  

Materials 

examination & 

discovery walk 

(brick, stone, 

concrete, wood….) 

Standards:  ELA: 

A21, S: A5 

Experience*  

Use video and print materials 

(magazines & books) to look at a 

variety of buildings, talk about what 

they are used for and how they are 

same, different.   

Standards:  S: A6, S: A12 

Experience*  

Use variety of 

materials to build 

structures (will 

repeat this 

experiences many 

times with 

different building 

materials  

Standards:  AL: 

C1,2 & 3 B3 

Experience*  

Using tools:  provide hammer, nails, 

wood, wood glue for children to 

construct buildings.   

Talk about design, force, safe use of 

tools, making a blueprint/plan for 

building. 

Standards:  SE: B7, SE:A10, S: A8  

 

Experience* Experiment 

with different shaped blocks 

in building.  Where can we 

use a sphere? 3D 

Rectangle/cuboid?  Cube?  

Look at 3D shapes 7 Label.   

Standards: M: E 2 & 3  

Experience* Use magazines to 

identify and cut out different shapes 

found in buildings.  Sort the shapes. 

Standards:  M: C1 & 2 

 

Experience*  

Make a word list of important words that the 

different people involved in making a building 

need to know.  Assist children in making a picture 

dictionary  

Standards:  ELA: A19 & 21, ELA: B14 

 
Experience*  Determine a function for a 

building children will construct, make a 

plan based on what it needs to do, provide 

materials to build (example:  barn)  

Standards: AL:A4, AL: B3 AL: A6. ELS: 

A6, M: E5 

 

Experience* Go on a function walk.  

Look at office building, school, 

restaurant, bank, convenient store, 

record shop.  (all building within 2 

blocks of school) 

Take Clip boards and drawing 

materials  

Standards:  AL: A1, M: E4 

Experience*   

Compare & contrast architect’s role with 

construction workers role.  Make a Venn 

diagram  

Standards:  M: D4, ELA: A6 & 7 , S:A7 

 

*potential learning/teaching 

experiences 

Concept: Functions 

and forms 

 

How does what the 

building is used for 

determine the 

form? 

Concept:  People 

 Architect 

construction workers 

Engineers…. 

 

Concept: 

Shape 

(line, arch, square, 

rectangle, circle…) 

How and where do 

we see shapes?  
Concept:  Plans & 

Materials 

Making plans and 

using different 

materials to build 

 

 


